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4. New York University School of Medicine, Programfor
In-Vitro Fertilization, Reproductive Surgery, and
Infertility, New York City

*

Nunmber of ART cycles and transfers in 2002: 1, 362

*

Per cent age of ART cycles from non-donor fresh
enbryos resulting in live births in 2002: 45% (under
age 35), 42% (ages 35-37), 24% (ages 38-40), 17% (ages
41-42)

*

Sees many difficult cases; about 70% of patients
have failed at | east one |IVF cycle el sewhere

*

Ofers a patient library equi pped with conputers

*

| s devel opi ng an egg-freezing program

Thirteen years ago, Jame Gifo, MD., Ph.D., was the
first fertility specialist in the US. to successfully
perform pre-inplantation genetic diagnosis (PGD), the
screening of an enbryo for a specific inherited

condi tion, such as cystic fibrosis. "It's heartbreaking
to talk to coupl es whose children have died froma
geneti c disease,"” says Dr. Gifo, director of the

di vi si on of Reproductive Endocrinol ogy at New York
University. "They tell nme they couldn't go through it
again -- all they want is a healthy baby."



Dr. Gifo, who has been at NYU for the |last 10 years
and did his early work with PG at Yale and Cornel |,
has begun to apply the technique to wonen who have
suffered recurrent mscarriages. "W're searching for
abnormalities in chronosomal nunbers, and often we find
them" he explains. "Last year, | started one of ny
patients, who had gone though five m scarriages, on an
| VF cycle. She produced 11 eggs, which fertilized. Wen
we checked them we found that only two were nornmal. W
put both back, one inplanted, and she gave birth
recently.”

In fact, nore than 70 babi es have been born to NYU

clients using the technique -- which involves nmaking a
hole in the outer coating of the enbryo and renoving a
single cell for analysis -- and the clinical-pregnancy

rate per cycle is about 40% "If done properly, it
really doesn't nake the enbryo nuch less likely to

I npl ant," he says. What about future consequences?

Al t hough Iong-termeffects are still unknown, a recent
study of 754 PGD babi es suggests that they're no nore
likely to have birth defects than children conceived
conventional |l y.



